


Making Connections
	 We have the opportunity now, in this generation, to affirm a new, democratic critique of em-
pire -- a radical anti-imperialism that fully affirms human rights, equitable distribution of resources, eco-
logical sustainability, and grassroots democracy without being mired in the repressive anti-humanism of 
Stalinism, as previous generations of the left have been. Such a hybrid political platform, a new way of 
political mobilization, was slowly taking shape in the United States through the global justice movement 
but was derailed by the Sept. 11 attacks and subsequent military adventures. We have the opportunity 
for a reinvigorated mass movement capable of turning Orwellian America into the America Langston 
Hughes called for, one that has never existed.
	 A ‘60s slogan suggested that “the issue is not the issue”; today we have the Zapatistas 

encouraging us with “points of convergence” based on “one no, many 
yeses.” This energy should serve as the catalyst for a 21st century 
radical political imagination. Every action defending the environment 
or immigrant rights is an anti-war action. Every anti-war rally, a stand 
against patriarchy and growing economic inequality. In theory and 
practice, U.S. foreign policy -- in Iraq, Afghanistan, Somalia, Guantan-
amo, and elsewhere -- is rooted in a racialized and gendered attempt 
at global conquest, leaving dead bodies and environmental catastro-
phe in its wake. Organizing against the war, therefore, must be equally 
wide-ranging.
	 We must fight to replace state- and media-enforced obscurity 
with a radical democratic vision -- ways of organizing and living in the 
world that allow no place for racist wars fought to control resources 
and demonstrate irresistible dominance. It will require visionary think-
ing that seeks to understand how the Bush administration does at gun-
point -- out of panic, rage, and hubris -- what preceding administrations 
did through economic policies to people around the world. Visionary 
thinking that recognizes the millions of people streaming across bor-
ders, proclaiming their right to survive, have been put in motion by the 

same policies and rifle barrels that continue to obliterate Iraq. Visionary thinking that connects the dots 
between oil wars and agribusiness, between a flooded New Orleans and a snowless New England.

Moving forward
	 The challenge, as we see it, is to pledge allegiance to humanity rather than to any single na-
tion: that is, to dedicate oneself to ideals -- of liberty and equality on a global scale -- and commit to the 
mechanisms of enacting such a radical political vision. Such a promise means being proud to fight in 
the name and tradition of those who have advanced those values, rather than making a blind commit-
ment to a country marked by a history of dispossession, exclusion, and genocide, both within its own 
borders and on a global level. 
	 What it means to be politically relevant, to take responsibility for the tremendous violence 
being done in our names, will differ from place to place. But the responsibility to act strongly and im-
mediately is universal, even as it finds 
different expression. Thus, the anti-
war movement has a responsibility to 
support this range of options strategi-
cally deployed to not only stop this war 
but overturn the social and economic 
policies that make war such a defin-
ing feature of U.S. society.  That the 
entire world opposes the war in Iraq is 
abundantly clear. What is needed now 
is an audacious and strategic anti-war 
movement committed to stopping it.  
The reformed SDS is one national or-
ganization leading that movement.
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           -Dan Berger and Andy Cornell

NYC SDS members occupying a military 
recruiting office in lower Manhattan 3/7/07.



Meet the Trustees!
A few of the fine folks runnin’ your school
Ken Langone
Among the world’s richest people and namesake of 
NYU’s Medical Center thanks to a $200 million dollar 
donation, Ken Langone was the subject of legal pros-
ecution for for providing a $190 million dollar pay pack-
age to fellow Trustee Ken Grasso while Grasso was 
CEO of the New York Stock Exchange, and Langone 
the head of its board.  Langone also founded Home De-
pot and Choicepoint Inc, which sells private data culled 
from credit card records and non-disclosed sources to 
the Department of Homeland Security, and takes gov-
ernment contracts to spy on citizens suspected of ter-
rorism.  Choicepoint also has been sued for allowing 
the unauthorized release of government records to its 
customers.

Catherine Reynolds
A pioneer of “social entrepenuership”, Catherine Reyn-
olds is the CEO of student loan company EduCap, which 
provides loans for students at private colleges.  Despite 
EduCap being a non-profit, Reynolds owns a $30 mil-
lion Gulfstream Jet and has been paid millions of dollars 
in annual compensation, enough to donate $38 million 
to the Smithsonian in 2003.  Reynolds can afford such 
excess partially because EduCap has been caught issu-
ing loans at rates substantially above those of for-profit 
companies.  For that, and for potential kickbacks issued 
to universities, the IRS opened an investigation into Edu-
Cap in late 2007.  Reynolds has made a fortune off of 
putting students like you in debt - and she helps call the 
shots on NYU’s tuition hikes.

Others You Might Want to Know...
Marc Bell CEO of the fine progressive magazine Penthouse who has donated 
thousands of dollars to the GOP. 

Larry Silverstein As the CEO of Silverstein Properties, leased the 
World Trade Center for 99 years beginning in 2001, and attempted to profit off the deaths 
of thousands by demanding two payouts from his insurers - one for each of the towers.

Daniel Tisch Heir to the Tisch fortune, which was based on the family’s own-
ership of Lorillard Tobacco, the manufactuers of Newport cigarettes, and pioneered the 
strategy of marketing menthol cigarettes to African Americans. 

Martin Lipton A lawyer that made a fortune running mergers and acquisi-
tions in the Reaganomics 80s, Lipton has since become vocally opposed to ethical invest-
ment policies and activist shareholders. Larry Silverstein and Ken Langone’s lawyer.

Anthony Welters Executive Vice President of UnitedHealth, a health 
care company whose top brass were under federal investigation for backdating stock op-
tions.  The NY Attourney General opened an investigation on UnitedHealth for shortchang-
ing its customers on insurance compensation for medical procedures, including those cov-
ered by United Health.28



Race and Racism 
The Angela Y. Davis Reader, edited by Joy James
This Bridge Called My Back, edited by Cherríe 
Moraga and Gloria E. Anzaldúa
Orientalism, Edward Said
The Cost of Privilege, Chip Smith
Racial Formation in the U.S., Winant & Omi

Anarchism
Hegemony or Survival, Noam Chomsky
Days of War and Nights of Love, Crimethinc. 
The Society of the Spectacle, Guy Debord
Pacifism as Pathology, Ward Churchill
Anarchy, A Graphic Guide, Clifford Harper
One-Dimensional Man, Herbert Marcuse
Vegan With A Vengeance (cookbook), Moskowitz
Anarcho-Syndicalism, Rudolf Rocker
Civil Disobedience, Henry David Thoreau

Feminism
The Sexual Politics of Meat, Carol Adams
The Second Sex, Simone de Beauvoir
Feminist Theory, bell hooks
Under Western Eyes and Feminism Without Bor-
ders, Chandra Mohanty
Cunt, Inga Muscio and Betty Dodson

Philosophy
Monolingualism of the Other, Jacques Derrida
Cyber-Marx: Cycles and Circuits of Struggle in 
High-Technology Capitalism, Nick Dyer-Witheford
The History of Sexuality, Michel Foucault
A Moral Equivalent of War, William James
The Politics of Experience, R.D. Laing
Four Arguments for the Elimination of Television, 
Jerry Mander
On the Genealogy of Morality, Friedrich Nietzche-
Animal Liberation, Peter Singer 

Auto/Biographies
Memoirs of a Revolutionist, Vera Figner
Cold War Fugitive, Gil Green
The Autobiography of Malcolm X, Alex Haley 
Mountains Beyond Mountains, Tracy Kidder
Soon to be a Major Motion Picture, Abbie Hoffman

Radical History
Detroit, I Do Mind Dying, Georgakas & Surkin 
War at Home, Brian Glick
Horizontalism, Maria Sitrin
A Promise and a Way of Life: White Anti-Racist 
Activism, Becky Thompson
We Will Return in the Whirlwind, M. Ahmad

Fiction
Their Eyes Were Watching God, Z.N. Hurston
The Awakening, Kate Chopin
The Little Prince, Antoine de Saint Exupéry
Howl, Allen Ginsberg 
Catch-22, Joseph Heller
As the World Burns, D. Jensen and S. McMillan
Homage to Catalonia, George Orwell
The Golden Compass series, Philip Pullman
Black Boy, Richard Wright

Current Struggles
Infection and Inequality, Paul Farmer
Endgame, Derrick Jensen
No Logo, Naomi Klein

Zines/Pamphlets/Magazines
Said the Pot to the Kettle; Hot Pantz; Left Turn; 
Doris; Cometbus; Earth First! Journal; Slingshot; 
Super Happy Anarcho Fun Pages; Secret Files of 
Captain Sissy; Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack; 
Memories of Freedom

...and this list is just the beginning.

=RADICAL READING LIST=



Jeremy Scahill calls The Indypendent  

“the best paper in New York City.”

Naomi Klein says The Indypendent  

is “utterly unique and just keeps  

getting better.”

Published every three weeks  

with a circulation of 20,000,  

The Indypendent is the only 

community-based, participatory 

newspaper in New York City and  

has served as a training ground 

for more than 600 reporters, 

photographers, artists and designers. 

Gallatin
Sinan Antoon – orientalism, the middle east
Bill Caspary – democratic community education
Stephen Duncombe – cultural resistance, media
Antonio Lauria-Perricelli – militaries, globalization
Patrick McCreery – queer politics
Kim Phillips-Fein – labor
Rene Poitevin – gentrification, organizing
Aarti Shahani – immigrants, race, deportation 
George Shulman – race, communication studies
Alejandro Velasco – Latin America, revolution!

Sociology
Vivek Chibber – socialism, globalization
Jeff Goodwin – social movement theory
Michael McCarthy – labor, socialism
Rene Rojas – marxist

Social and Cultural Analysis
Lisa Duggan – gender and queer 
studies, feminisms
Jennifer Morgan – African-Ameri-
can studies, feminisms
Crystal Parikh – race, queer stud-
ies & feminisms, post-colonialism 
Andrew Ross – labor studies
Gayatri Gopinath – transnational 
feminism, queer diasporas, race
Josie Saldana – Latin America, 
latino/a culture, post-colonialism
Nikhil Pal Singh – race and black 
radicalism
Andy Cornell – fuckin’ worked on 
this disorientation guide

Politics
Christine Harrington – neoliberal 
fallacies, community politics
Bertell Ollman – marxism	

Journalism
Craig Wolff – police brutalityd

Comparitive Literature
Kristin Ross – radical history and 
theory of France

History
Manu Goswami – postcolonialism
Greg Grandin – Latin America, 
American imperialism
Mary Nolan – European women’s 
history, post-WWII world order

Performance Studies
Jose Munoz – queer theory
Tavia Nyong’o – race, sexuality

Law
Amy Adler – GSOC, feminist 
Jerry Lopez – community issues, race

Steinhardt
Pedro Noguera – urban schools 
Lisa Stulberg – race, urban schooling 

Tisch
Randy Martin – marxism, political performance
Elizabeth OuYang – civil rights attorney, commu-
nity activism

Radical Faculty
NYU is chock-full of rad profes-
sors and T.A.s. So why are you set-
tling for boring lectures? This is 
by no means an exaustive list, let 

us know about the ones we missed!
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National Organization for Women 
(NOW)
Now.club@nyu.edu
www.now-nyu.blogspot.com

Earth Matters
nyu.earthmatters@gmail.com
www.nyu.edu/clubs/earthmatters

ACLU@NYU
Aclu.club@nyu.edu

Campus Antiwar 
Network (CAN)
Can.club@nyu.edu

Free Culture
Free.culture.club@
nyu.edu

Informed Democracy
Informed.democracy.
club@nyu.edu

NAACP@NYU
Naacp.club@nyu.
edu

FilmAid @ NYU
meredithlmeyer@gmail.com

Socialist Alternative @ NYU
Socialists.club@nyu.edu
Kate Kornblum: krkornblum@yahoo.
com

World Health Initiative
Whi.club@nyu.edu

Access Health
acchealth@gmail.com
http://www.nyu.edu/clubs/access.
health

Students for Education on Animal 
Liberation (SEAL)
Seal.club@nyu.edu

Students Creating Radical Change 
(SCRC)
scrc.club@nyu.edu

Students Taking Action in Darfur 
(STAND)
Stand.club@nyu.edu

Voices for Choice
Voicesforchoice.club@
nyu.edu

Journal of Human 
Rights 
Journal.humanrights.
club@nyu.edu

The Icarus Project @ 
NYU
icarus@gallatinstudent.
com
theicarusproject.net

NYU Journal of Global 
Affairs

Jga.club@nyu.edu
www.gallatinstudent.com/jga

Oxfam American @ NYU
Oxfam.america.club@nyu.edu
www. Nyu.edu/clubs/Oxfam

Amnesty International @ NYU
Amnesty.club@nyu.edu
www.nyu.edu/clubs/amnesty.interna-
tional

Students for Justice in Palestine
justiceinpalestine.club@nyu.edu

Activist clubs @ NYU
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Art by Seth Tobocman from his book Disaster & Resistance (AK Press, 2008)


