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CHAPTER 6 
WINTER IN AMERICA  (1976-1986) 

 
The Constitution, a noble piece of paper, with free society struggled but it died in vain, 
and now democracy is ragtime on the corner, hoping for some rain.  Just like the peace 
sign that vanished in our dreams, never had a chance to grow.  The people know that it's 
winter in America.  And there ain't nobody fighting 'cause nobody knows what to say. 

-Gil Scott-Heron 
 

 By the year of the Bicentennial, not much of a student movement remained.  The 
challenges presented by students to the academic structure in the fall of 1975 were not 
followd up on any significant level.  Although students continued to have little power 
within the university structure, they have not seriously opposed it in a systematic way.  
Nonetheless, some of the alternative institutions remained after 1975, particularly in the 
cultural realm (e.g. progressive bookstores, art, music, and some academic groupings). 
The Rag newspaper folded in the middle of 1977 after publishing for over ten years; there 
was only one other underground paper which published longer than that - Fifth Estate in 
Detroit.  The awareness of a state of conflict between students and administrators began 
to erode in the late 1970's and early 1980's but witnessed a resurgence during and after the 
anti-apartheid movement of 1986.   
 After the legalization of abortion and the easing of traditional sex roles, women's 
rights advocates on the campuses turned to working within electoral politics to advance 
the Equal Rights Amendment.  The analysis of patriarchal society did not figure into the 
electoral strategy; gone was the radical feminist systematic critique of male-dominated 
society.   
 The effects of the global economic crisis of 1974 began to be felt by students.  
According to Michael Lacey, a student of the rhetoric of student activism as seen through 
the Daily Texan editorial pages since 1965, students became much more concerned with 
themselves and petty or economic problems during the late 1970's.  They wrote about 
parking tickets and library fines; they generally failed to formulate theories explaining or 
linking their problems. 
   Lacey wrote that the students tended to attack each other and were characterized 
by divisiveness partially because they concerned themselves more with individualistic 
problems and failed to take note that their fellow students suffered similar ills.  He 
attributes this to the worsening state of the economy and the mindset of the 'Me 
Generation.'  He further noted that student divisiveness manifested itself in a resurgence 
of xenophobia, homophobia, racism and sexism.  Opposition to affirmative action as 
'reverse discrimination,' challenges to the ERA and blaming problems on foreign students 
became increasingly common during the late 1970's and became more prominent with the 
ascendence of the Reagan administration in 1981.  Economic troubles would worsen in 
the 1980's due to the negative effect of Reagonomics on the middle class and the heavy 
cuts in student financial aid.  But the roots of the trend can be found in the economic 
downturn which began in 1968 and became the Great Recession of 1974-5.  Although 
Reagan's policies certainly exacerbated the problem, it did not begin in the 1980's. 
 During 1976, the Union of Graduate Student Workers (UGSW) formed to raise 
the following issues:  1) a fair TA workload with adequate compensation, 2) fair and 
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equitable hiring practices, 3) clearly defined, systematic TA rights, 4) reasonable class 
sizes, 5) relief from forced participatin in the Teacher Retirement System and waiving of 
tuition and building use fees for TAs, and 6) a meaningful voice in educational planning 
whereby opinions and involvement of TA's are actively sought and respected. (Rag, 
January 25, 1976, p. 10).  
 UGSW had gotten its start as a Teaching Assistant - Graduate Student Caucus 
within SHAFT during the protests against Lorene Rogers.  When it became obvious that 
SHAFT would not be successful, the members of the caucus decided that organizing a 
union would be a more effective means to directly demand the rights of TAs.  According 
to Danielle Jaussaud, a former member of the UGSW: 

We gained one thing; every TA had to pay money into Teacher 
Retirement, about $20/month.  We asked to get out; and the administration 
told us that was illegal.  We got legal help.  This went on for several 
months, about six.  And after that, we got the administration to agree to get 
us out of Teacher Retirement.  And by the next year there was not much 
left of the union.  (interview 4/30/88). 

 Around this time, graduate students in the Department of Economics began 
organizing within their department to revise the program.  They circulated petitions and 
conducted surveys of students to determine the interest in alternative or Marxist 
economics.  This led to the formation of a student-faculty committee which revised the 
program and decided to hire a Marxist economics professor.  According to Ronnie 
Phillips, an economics graduate student at the time, "we were a vocal minority in the 
department, but the graduate students formed a close social group so we received the 
support of the others."  Phillips said that the significance of the organizing efforts lay in 
the students' ability "to maintain and further the long tradition in the department of 
opposition to mainstream economics.  The results of our work were restructuring of the 
department and the hiring of professor Harry Cleaver, a Marxist economist." 
 Later in 1976, a protest over U.S. foreign policy occurred.  In mid-November, two 
students from the Revolutionary Student Brigade ran on stage with a banner denouncing 
the 1973 CIA-sponsored coup in Chile as CIA administrator William Colby and former 
Chilean Cabinet member Jacques Chonchol debated.  Members of the audience clapped 
and shouted encouragement.  Nine people were arrested for disruptive activity.  Lori 
Hansel, one of the women carrying the banner onstage, was a seasoned activist who had 
been involved in the 1970 student uprising.  
 MAYO continued to lend support to Texas farmworkers and their right to 
unionize.  The group also advocated a boycott of non-union agricultural products.  
 A year later, about 50 people held a rally and march to American Bank to protest 
their sale of krugerrands.  It was sponsored by the South African Liberation Action 
Committee (SALAC), a group which began the drive to educate students on the issue of 
U.S. support for South Africa and apartheid.  This and several subsequent anti-apartheid 
groups were led by and composed of Afro-American students; white students did not 
become involved on any significant level until the mid-1980's. 
 About 300 were attracted to the largest UT protest in two years that September.  
They were protesting the building of a gym over the site of the Kent State murders.  The 
Summer Student Senate and the SA passed resolutions in support of the protesters 
opposing construction of the gym.  The rally was sponsored by the Revolutionary Student 
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Brigade on the main mall.  The fact that the protest was endorsed by student government 
probably accounts for a good part of the crowd. 
 In 1978 a Latino student was elected president of the SA.  The regents moved to 
abolish student government.  A referendum on the abolition of the SA was held; students 
supported the measure.  The SA's functions were handed over to the administration.  
According to Raul Valdez, the abolition was motivated by both the regents' and the 
students' racism and the students' realization that the SA was impotent. 
 In January 1979, a rally for foreign students' rights was called in response to 
Carter's intentions to take action against foreign students involved in the January 2 riot at 
the home of the shah's mother in Beverly Hills, California.  In addition they protested 
UT's investigation of foreign students through the International Office.  The New 
American Movement, MAYO, and Chilean and Nicaraguan support groups endorsed the 
rally. 
 In April 1979, MAYO held a rally in support of the Texas Farmworkers Union 
and declared the recent onion strike a success.  At issue was the right of farmworkers to 
form unions.  The protesters went to the Capitol as a hearing on a bill concerning the 
issue was scheduled for that afternoon.  
 In November, 70 students attended a protest against the INS investigation of 
Iranian students.  The INS had been investigating the 222 Iranian students at UT.  The 
demonstration was sponsored by the newly formed Coalition against Racism and 
Intervention. 
 
THE 1980's:  REAGANITES AND RADICALS 
 
 The impact of the 'Reagan Revolution' on students can be seen in a polarization:  
an increased level of student activism (quantitatively and qualitatively) and a propensity 
of many students to buy into the conservative tide.  The extreme conservatism of students 
in the early 1980's manifested itself in student support for Ronald Reagan and sometimes 
violent reaction against left-leaning student groups.  The right-wing student group - the 
Young Conservatives of Texas (YCT) - became delegitimized in the eyes of students 
following a series of scandals beginning in 1986.  Furthermore, since the crisis of belief 
in the government brought about by the Iran/Contra scandal and the delegitimization of 
the extreme right as seen in the many exposés of fundamentalist televangelists, students 
have increasingly swung toward the left of center (in beliefs and lifestyle if not action). 
 A salient feature of activism during this period is the students' concern over 
economic issues, particularly since higher education financial aid programs have been 
cut.  The effects of these cuts can be seen in the composition of the student body, the 
worsening quality of student life and education, and the decreased salary and future 
quality of life expectations of students.  The B.A. currently guarantees little more than a 
managerial role at a fast food restaurant and a masters degree does not guarantee much 
more unless it is in a technical or business-related field.  This problem has only worsened 
since the Texas economy was devastated by oil price plummets in 1985 and most recently 
by the stock market crash of fall 1987.  
 Another important characteristic of this period is the conservative backlash 
(particularly after 1980) against the earlier gains of young people, ethnic minorities, 
women, and homosexuals.  The influence of the extreme right has been phenomenal 
during this period as affirmative action has been called 'reverse discrimination,' abortion 
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rights have been seriously curtailed, a judicial victory for sodomy laws and the failure to 
take AIDS seriously have hurt the gay community, the reinstitution of draft registration 
and an increase (to 21) in the legal age for consumption of alcohol have effected youth, 
and the curtailing of social programs have added to the misery of the underclass.  During 
most of this period, the student movement has been largely defensive, merely trying to 
maintain the reforms won in earlier years.  Activist student groups in the early 1980's 
served as both a training ground and an alternative to those students who did not buy into 
the Reagan doctrine during the height of its popularity.  However, since 1986 students 
have gone on the offensive.  
 In 1980 at UT, students protested draft registration, the closing of the Afro-
American and Chicano Culture Rooms at the Union, and a speech by the pro-shah former 
Iranian ambassador to the UN Ferydoun Hoveyda.  A coalition of students (CAIO) 
against intervention and oppression developed which opposed imperialism and brought 
together supporters of nationalist revolutions in the Middle East, Africa and Central 
America and advocates of rights for blacks, Chicanos and Native Americans. 
 
DRAFT OPPOSITION 
 The reinstatement of the draft in 1980 provoked immediate reaction on college 
campuses around the country.  The Committee Against Registration and the Draft 
(CARD) announced: 

A renewed and dangerous spirit of militarism is sweeping Washington.  
The U.S. government's war-like rhetoric is being translated into concrete 
action, with an increasingly large military budget, a new generation of 
nuclear weaponry and the initiation of military draft registration.  (CARD 
brochure). 

Anti-draft activitism gathered momentum on a national level in the spring of 1980 when 
30,000 draft opponents marched in Washington.  During the summer of 1980, CARD 
reported that hundreds of thousands resisted the draft by either refusing to register or by 
doing so under protest.  They held a national conference in February of 1981 to bring 
together students opposing the draft around the country.  The famous "Vietnam 
Syndrome" was alive and well. 
 Opposition to draft registration never reached a high level on the UT campus, but 
attracted sustained protest throughout the year.  Libertarian students were at the forefront 
of the anti-draft campaign; they formed a new group - the Students Against the Draft - to 
do educational work on the draft and militarism and to sponsor rallies.  Several rallies 
were held in February and October, but they never attracted a large number of student 
participants during this period of patriotic fervor.  The students at UT were aligned with 
the national anti-draft organization CARD. 
 
HOVEYDA CRISIS    
 During the Iranian hostage crisis, on January 31, 1980 Fereydoun Hoveyda spoke 
at the Texas Union.  Since no opposing viewpoint was presented at the podium, angry 
Iranian and Arab students and their supporters voiced loud opposition to Hoveyda's pro-
shah views.  The UT police selectively arrested 27 persons of Middle Eastern appearance 
(out of dozens of protesters), pressing criminal and administrative charges for disruptive 
activity.  Although they were initially released, the students received a letter from the UT 
administration instructing them to appear in the office of Associate Dean of Students 
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David McLintock on February 14.  As they were walking to the office, they were picked 
up by police and taken to Travis County Jail.  The students refused the offer of personal 
recognizance bond, choosing to remain in jail to dramatize the injustice and announced 
that they were going on a hunger strike; they were demanding that the charges be 
dropped.  Their trial was set for February 28. 
 The student inmates were treated to unusually harsh conditions at the jail.  The jail 
authorities attempted to separate them by taking some of the Hoveyda protesters to 
another jail in Del Valle, Texas.  They were denied telephone privileges, given irregular 
bathing and visiting privileges.  Some of them were incarcerated in a maintenance room 
with a broken window, others were put in solitary confinement.  The incident gained 
national media coverage in the midst of top level negotiations between the U.S. and the 
Iranians.  In fact, an official of the State Department telephoned the jail authorities to tell 
them that their repression of the Hoveyda protesters was interfering with these 
negotiations.  The protesters were soon released from jail pending trial. 
 On the campus a Defense Committee formed; the group held daily demonstrations 
at UT over the several week period.  Professor Tom Philpott introduced a resolution to 
the University Council opposing the repression of the Hoveyda protesters; the Council 
defeated the motion.  In fact, the protesters did not gain much sympathy from the student 
body whose anger toward Iranians involved in the hostage crisis in Tehran was significant 
at this time.  Nevertheless, by April, 1200 had signed a petition urging the charges be 
dropped.  It was not until September that the protesters were convicted of the Class B 
misdemeanor; their sentence was a $200 fine in addition to the nine days they had served 
in the county jail.  They consequently filed a class action suit, challenging the disruptive 
activity statute as unconstitutional; the suit has not yet been resolved. 
 
 
 
STUDENT WORKERS ORGANIZE   
 In the summer of 1980, graduate students in the Economics Department 
conducted a study of financial needs of teaching assistants, comparing wages with those 
of other departments and schools, and showing how their real waages had dropped 40% 
in five years.  They presented their findings to the department, which supported their 
demands for a wage increase in a letter to the dean.  They were later given a raise. The 
media publicized the fact that TAs in only one department had been given a raise; the 
stories of university officials did not match up with each other.  The Economics TAs went 
to various departments telling other graduate students to do the same thing.  About 100 
TAs joined the UT Employees Union (UTEU) during the fall semester.  Danielle 
Jaussaud, one of the leaders of the TAs, said that the union leadership, which was aligned 
with the AFL-CIO, realized that the TAs were taking over the union and in December 
told the TAs to form their own union.  By January, another union - the University 
Employees Union - formed and asked the TAs to join, but the TAs had become 
disillusioned with the unions and most did not join. 
 On February 1, the state legislature approved a 5.1% emergency pay increase for 
all state employess, but students at the University of Houston (UH) did not receive the 
increase. 
 On February 4, 1981, an article appeared in the Daily Texan reporting that TAs at 
the UH were on strike (systematically calling in sick) and demanding pay raises, a waiver 
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of tuition and fees, administrative support for academic freedom and health benefits.  A 
teaching assistant in the UH English Department and an organizer of the sick-out Cynthia 
Santos said, "Our salaries are so low it has become impossible to survive," (American 
Statesman, February 11, 1980).   
 The TAs at UT who had been involved in the UTEU sent a telegram to the UH 
students expressing support and agreeing with the demands of the tuition waivers and the 
$850/month minimum TA income level.  After a three day sick-out, the TAs at UH 
agreed to go back to work when negotiations began.   
 The TAs at UH and UT formed the Houston-Austin Solidarity Coalition (HASC).  
On February 18, they held solidarity demonstrations on both campuses at exactly the 
same time.  Over 500 TAs attended the demonstration in Austin; they began to threaten a 
strike if they were not given liveable wages.   THE HASC targeted legislators for 
lobbying efforts and signed petitions.   When UH officials refused to grant a pay increase, 
the TAs again went on strike in March.   
 In April, the HASC group at UT issued a position paper calling for negotiations 
on the points within the paper.  In it they stated: 

If this institution is truly committed to pursuing excellence in education, it 
must grant to those responsible for teaching students the rights and 
dignities which are commensurate with their responsibilities, (Preface to 
HASC Position Paper, April 6, 1981).   

The demands articulated in the paper included:  academic freedom, minimum monthly 
salary of $850, full medical and dental benefits, tuition and fee waivers, no increase in 
workload, and maintenance of class sizes.  That month, a negotiating committee of five 
graduate students met with the administration to begin discussing the demands.  At the 
beginning of the negotiations, one administrator told the students that they had already 
been given their withdrawal from the Teacher Retirement System.  Danielle Jaussaud 
informed him that the students had fought for that and that she had been involved in the 
demands of the UGSW (Jaussaud interview).  Apparently the administration did not 
expect the students to know their history. 
 In June, the UT administration offered a 14% pay increase, but the HASC pressed 
for more and continued to threaten to strike if their demands were not met.  In July, the 
administration conceded a 20% pay increase to TAs and AIs and in September, dental 
insurance coverage was conceded.  Following the victory, the only remaining 
organization of the militant TAs was the Council of Graduate Students which remained 
active in calling for the rights of graduate student teachers for another year. 
 
NEW ORGANIZATIONS, MORE PROTESTS 
 Also during 1981, the Black Student Alliance (BSA) formed on the campus.  The 
BSA supported more minority recruitment programs, opposed UT expansion into the 
'Blacklands,' the predmoinantly black inhabited area east of the school which UT was 
beginning to buy out, and worked against racism on the campus.  
 In April 1982, Bread not Bombs held a march to the Capitol which attracted about 
5000 people.  The march was composed of both students and members of the Austin 
community.  It was sponsored by the Austin Peace and Justice Coalition, an umbrella 
group of progressive organization.  The university affiliate of the coalition was the 
University Peace and Justice Coalition (UPJC) which printed a calendar and attempted to 
maintain communication between the various single-issue groups of student activists.  



 

7 

 In September 1982, about 250 students marched from the campus to the Capitol to 
protest the American and Israeli presence in Lebanon.  There had recently been a series of 
explosions in Lebanon and assasinations of PLO representatives around the world.  The 
march was sponsored by the General Union of Palestinian Students and was endorsed by 
SALAC, the Anti-Klan Committee, and the Leonard Peltier Support Group. 
 The Anti-Klan Committee on the campus held a demonstration in February 
protesting the upcoming KKK demonstration at the Capitol.  About 500 participated in 
this demonstration.  Many of the students participated in an anti-Klan march with 
community members on February 19; about 1500 marched early in the day and some 
participated in a violent confrontation later that afternoon between demonstrators and the 
Klan (who had police protection). 
 
STUDENTS PROTEST TENURE DECISION 
 Liberal Arts Dean King in conjunction with Government Department Chair 
Canute began to purge that department of its left-leaning faculty and its assistant 
instructors around 1980.  One of the casualties was Professor Al Watkins who was denied 
tenure in 1981.  Watkins remained at the university for several years following the tenure 
denial.  When his contract was not renewed in 1983, hundreds of students protested.   
 On April 19, students occupied the Liberal Arts Office building lobby to protest 
the denial of tenure to Watkins.  Although the UT brought in tear gas to use against the 
40 students occupying the building, they were unable to use it when a large crowd 
surrounded their police cars parked behind the building.  Police and students negotiated; 
the police promised that they would not harm or be harsh in disciplining the students.  
The UT police arrested 14 students and the administration reneged on its promise, giving 
the students one-year probations. 
 The history of a radical departure from the Government Department faculty during 
the early 1980's pre-dated this student protest.  According to some members of the faculty  
at the time who requested anonymity, choosing Canute for Department Chair was a 
terrible mistake on the part of the department.  One said that canute was defensive and 
paranoid, distrusting practically everyone in the department.  In addition he ignored 
decisions made by the Executive Committee which led to the abolition of this decision-
making body within the department.  Another source said that "there was a radical purge, 
I'm convinced of it! About five or six left the department."30    
 
LEFTIST GROUPS  FORMED ON CAMPUS 
 The Steve Biko Committee (SBC) formed in 1983.  Named after the South 
African black consciousness leader, the anti-apartheid committee worked to pressure the 
university to withdraw its financial holdings from companies doing business in South 
Africa.  SBC began educational work, contacted the Board of Regents about the issue, 

                                                 
30 Sources report that the Executive Committee was reinstated in 1986 and the department has been healing 
ever since.  Presently the department is attracting some left-leaning professors and graduate students; it 
appears that if there was a design to purge radicals, it was ultimately unsuccessful.  One of the sources 
questioned whether or not there was a plan to purge the Marxists, saying that there is an institutional bias 
against such professors in tenure decisions because they often concentrate more efforts on teaching rather 
than publishing scholarly works - a major criterion for tenure decisions. 
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circulated petitions, presented alternative portfolios to the regents, and held 
demonstrations.   
 During the spring of 1984, a leftist student group formed on the campus; its 
initiators had begun the group at Austin Community College and moved it to UT.  The 
Alliance of College Students for a Unified Left (AXLE) adopted a constitution, by laws, 
and a statement of principles.  AXLE worked with other student groups to oppose sexism, 
racism, U.S. foreign intervention and to  support workers.  AXLE declared its intention to 
put humans before corporate profits and had a Marxist analysis of capitalism and 
imperialism. 
 
KISSINGER DEMONSTRATION  
 Another group formed on campus advocating peace in Central America.  The 
Committee in Solidarity with the People of El Salvador (CISPES) did mostly educational 
work around the issue of U.S. intervention in Central America.  When CISPES found out 
that Henry Kissinger was scheduled to speak at the LBJ School of Public Affairs in 
March of 1984, the group called for a demonstration to be held outside the building.  
When UT denied authorization to CISPES to distribute literature outside the building, 
CISPES filled a lawsuit against the university.  Malcolm Greenstein, CISPES attorney, 
argued that the right of non-students to pass out literaturewas upheld by the constitution.  
U.S. District Court Judge ruled that UT must drop any rules prohibiting non-students 
from passing out literature and requiring literature to be filed with the Dean of Students 
office in advance of distribution, (American Statesman, June 29, 1984).  
 On March 22 about 300 students participated in a demonstration at the LBJ 
School against Kissinger and his interventionist foreign policy endeavors.  Fifty three 
were arrested on criminal charges.  The Kissinger 53 for Non-intervention Support Group 
was formed to support those arrested.  By June, charges had been dropped against all but 
three of the participants - Lori Hansel, Susan Putter, and Stephen Kartor.  There was 
divisiveness within the group over the actions of these three who had yelled at Kissinger 
from within the room.  Apparently at issue with some of those involved was the former 
participation of these activists in the Anti-Klan march in 1983.  The failure of the group 
to support these three contributed partially to their conviction of the misdemeanor 
charges. 
 In August, the SBC and the BSA held a demonstration at Ashbell Smith Hall (the 
office building of the UT System and the regents) downtown after Richard Heller, the 
Assistant Dean of Students, told them that they could only send a seven-member 
delegation to the regents meeting due to space constraints in the Board Room.  This 
delegation made a presentation to the regents on the issue of divesting UT's $600 million 
from companies doing business in or with South Africa.  Regent Chair Jon Newton stated 
that the Chancellor was studying the matter.  Randy Bowman, chair of BSA, announced 
that the group would return to the October meeting of the regents in Dallas.   
 Also during this meeting, the regents approved a SA constitutional amendment 
banning a minimum voter turnout in elections.  The control of student government by 
conservatives and the right-leaning politics of a majority of students at the time probably 
contributed to the regental decision.On two occasions, students had voted for a resolution 
mandating a 20% voter turnout in campus elections to validate the results.  The SA 
continued its push to scrap the minimum voter turnout by continuing to hold votes on the 
issue, finally achieving a victory for the measure in a spring 1984 election (in which 14% 
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of the students had cast votes).  Student government itself had been revived in 1982 by a 
student vote in which 6% of the students voted.  Rodney Schlosser, SA president told the 
regents, "my concern is that this Board not piddle with the decisions of students."  It was 
not very difficult to get the regents to comply with that request.  Coupled with the 
unbinding nature of SA decisions, the manipulative, self-serving politics of the SA 
leaders, as exemplified by this anecdote, exemplifies the very reason why students do not 
vote in elections. 
 The Biko Committee continued to agitate for divestment and UT withdrawal from 
the Blacklands.  The BSA worked for minority recruitment and retention programs.  
AXLE held forums almost monthly on issues such as the politics of art, police brutality 
and the politics of food; due to sexism within AXLE, a women's caucus formed to 
challenge the inferior position of women within the leftist organization.   
 The women's caucus of AXLE sponsored an International Women's Day forum on 
March 8, 1985; they brought together women from various areas of the world to discuss 
politics and culture.  Despite the success of this forum and others sponsored by AXLE, 
structural problems began to mar the effectiveness of the group.  Isolda Ortega, a former 
leader of the group, said that they ran the organization through a steering committee 
which became increasingly bureaucratic, hierarchical, overcentralized and removed from 
the membership (50-100) of the organization.  The group abolished the steering 
committee and formed action-oriented teams to replace it.  Besides the hierarchy which 
developed in the group, another problem which began to destroy the group at this time 
was the sexism of the mostly male leadership.  The women who formed the women's 
caucus felt that they were relegated worker status, while the men functioned as 
theoreticians.  In addition, the failure of the leadership to respond to the votes of the 
membership exacerbated the problem.  AXLE was able to continue for another year, 
however, despite these internal problems. 
 
LARGE PROTEST AGAINST TUITION HIKE 
 In early April of 1985, a tuition hike of over 200% was announced which 
financially affected out-of-state and foreign students tremendously.  It resulted from the 
worsening state of the Texas economy and susequent legislative concern over the 
financing of education.  However, it threatened to cut into the budgets of the many 
students who had already been hurt by the cuts in higher education financial aid under the 
Reagan administration. A group called Taxpayers for Fiscal Responsibility in Education 
(TFPE) formed; the group collected 5300 signatures on a petition opposing the tuition 
hike and scheduled a protest for April 3.  TFPE was supported by a majority of the 
political groups on campus - from AXLE to the SA.  Over 2000 students marched from 
the campus to the Capitol demanding a reasonable, gradual rise in tuition rather than the 
plan then before the legislature.  At the Capitol, students confronted Lieutenant Governor 
Bill Hobby on the issue and a scuffle with police resulted as students attempted to enter 
the Senate chambers where Hobby was headed.  (Daily Texan, April 4, 1985)    Despite 
the militancy of the protests, little was gained other than a display of student power.  
According to participant Scott McLemee, the tuition hike still went into effect. 
 
BLACKS AND GAYS - VICTIMS OF CONSERVATIVE VIOLENCE     
 Also during the spring of 1985, Randy Bowman, the chair of the BSA, was the 
victim of a violent racial/political attack which left him unconscious and bleeding.  Black 
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students mobilized and demanded an FBI investigation of the incident.  A large group of 
blacks marched to Abel's (a fraternity hangout west of campus) after the incident to show 
that they knew where the root of the problem lay and that they were not intimidated by 
the racist attack.  The manager of the bar bought them all drinks.   
 This incident marked the beginning of a national trend of violent racist attacks 
which resulted in the increased organization of black students, culminating in their 
militant offensive against racism currently underway. 
 Another violent incident occurred during the spring.  During the traditional 
Round-Up Parade in which most participants are fraternity and sorority members, the Gay 
and Lesbian Students' Association (GLSA) made a float and joined the parade.  As they 
passed down the Drag underneath the Goodall-Wooten Dormitory (which houses young 
fraternity men), they were bombarded by bottles and other objects.              
  Increased level of activism during the years 1984-6 served as a transition phase.  
The reactionary conservatism of students became increasingly violent and desperate as 
the student movement began to attract more adherents.  Although many students had 
supported the Reagan candidacy and conservative politics in both 1980 and 1984, the 
persistence of activists and the increased disillusionment with conservative beliefs began 
to take hold in 1986.  The work of the BSA, the Steve Biko Committee and AXLE during 
these years laid the groundwork for the student unrest exemplified in the 1986 anti-
apartheid movement at UT; by 1986 SBC and BSA had made several presentations to the 
regents on the issue of divestment and had done much educational work on the subject. 


