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Funk the War dance party at the Republican National Convention '08 + dancing against t
and towards fair economic policies!
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W! "#1 $%&(%$, (" )! )#*%! this guide for
other students who are committed to social change.hape it
will help you take action on the critical issuesof generation.
We know how hard it can be to feel hopeful and aiwec but we
also know that when we work together, we can aehawazing
things. SDS is already transforming schools acrassdhntry. An
international student movement is rising. As the slying goes,
alf not now....when? If not us....who?°

Check out our website:
http://newsds.org

Join our national Accessible Education email ligbaoticipate in
campaign discussions and know what we/re up to:
http://groups.google.com/group/spfae

All SDS members should be on our national Announeats
List to learn about trainings, demonstrations, wsitéps and
more in your area:
http://groups.google.com/group/sdsannouncements/

Email us with questions or feedback:
sdseducation@gmail.com

Special thanks to Robin Markle, Zack Hershman, JeffRousset,
Pasha Mamontov, and Daniel Meltzer for their work on this guide.

HOT“TVRST OF
CAMPAIGH

Work in Coalition

Working with other groups is one of the best  create a Timeline
ways to grow quickly, get a lot of work done,
appear legitimate and credible, and in"uence
powerholders or student government. It also
builds your strength for the long term and gives
valuable experience. Reach out to others but
respect that they have their own work to do.

It/s helpful to create a timeline for your
campaign. Plan your term. Map out which
weeks you want to have certain events and
actions that will help educate your campus and
win folks over to your side. Make a schedule
for outreach and tabling too. Meetings are
generally held weekly. Try to regularly have
Use the Media spaces to keep people plugged in and involved

Universities are terri®ed of bad media coverage. With the group. Do work and have fun. Build

Send out press releases to newspapers and Ty & community. PLAN as much as you can, and
stations before big actions. Local news aOliates K€€P evaluating your groupl
love to cover student protests + but they also like
to make you look like stereotypes. Good media pon't be Discouraged
coverage can be great for your group, but plan ) . .
g g your group P Of course no one wins all the time. Even if you

your messaging and talking points carefully11 Usg0 vt get what you want, the campaign process

common language and appeal to a broad audience. .
only makes your group stronger. Just hang in

Also, BE the medial Write your own articles  there + powerholders are humans. 2ey don/t
and stories for your school paper, and post  want to deal with your shit forever. 2ey/re gonna
on the web. Plaster your school with stickers, try and buy you o+. Happily accept their tiny
“yers, posters. Get on the radiol Be heard anctoncessions, thank them publicly for supporting
be seenl Communicatel your cause, then go after them even harder.

Congratulations on your winning strategy1 It/s ingoat to grow SLOW and STRONG. Maintain a
sense of urgency, but don/t rushl Don/t take ok thiat you can/t accomplish. Slow and steady really
does win the race.

Congratulations! You've built an SDS chapter, labhed a campaign,
and created a solid plan to radically transform yogchool and your
community. Thanks for all your hard work. We hopeget to know
you better. For now, we've included links to somalme

resources that may help your group, as well as centyou

to us and some of our friends. Good luck! Peace!



Here's a helpful
tool called the

Spectrum of Allies:

Plug dieerent groups
on your campus into
this chart. €en, use
TACTICS to move
groups from one
slice of the spectrum
over to the left.

Use outreach and
organizing to get
new folks involved
and turn passive
supporters into
active ones! Turn
neutral bystanders
into allies by creating
a situation on your
campus that makes
students choose
sides. Use events
and actions to put
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pressure on active opponents to make them sympatioefmur views
and reluctant to work against you.

When you ask yourself where people on your
campus !t into the di"erentaslices of the pie°ro

the spectrum, it can make your campaign feel a lot
more winnable# As you build your campaign, you
can start to shift everyone over toward your end of
the spectrum. Soon there will be so many of you

I gyou'll overwhelm your opponents#
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", fastest growing student-led organization! We're mon-partisan and
grassroots organization. We are ®ghting to win cedongour schools
and our communities at over 150 chapters around #tiem. In just
two short years, we have mobilized thousands alestis in a popular
movement to change this country from the bottom up.

We are SSTUDENT POWIBRyanization, which means that we are led by sttedand we

®ght for student issues. Right now, skyrocketingt iemaking college una"ordable for many.
Climate change threatens the planet that we staridherit. Over 4000 American soldiers,
many of them young students, have lost their limdsaq + in a war largely paid for by cuts to
education. Students are on the front lines of theggte for democracy, which is why we refuse
to pay for the mistakes of the last generation!

#at is why we have just launched our ®rst natiarempaign sSSTUDENT POWER FOR
ACCESSIBLE EDUCATI@Mr 65% of all college students average ove@d@a@pllars in

debt when they ®nish their undergraduate educdiigripition continues to increase every year.
We demand lower tuition, lower fees, cheaper tedttbpneed-based ®nancial aid, and real student
leadership in the university. And we're already wign

- BROWN SDSiilt a gigantic Student - OLYMPIA SDEhdTACOMA SDS
Union and won the lowest tuition increase in a since 2006 have been involved in ongoing
quarter century. nonviolent actions blocking war shipments to

- PACE SDrced the resignation of their and from Irag out of local ports.
corrupt President and won a campus-wide
tuition freeze.

- RUTGERS SB& their town council
to pass an anti-war resolution and has been
winning legal victories towards a change in the
voting system for their entire county, creating
more democratic opportunity for local, low-
income families to hold o$ce.

- HARVARD SOfld a hunger strike in
support of campus security guards until
they won a set of demands and
ene®ts from the school.

- VCU SD®on a sexual assault resource
center for their campus.

- OHIO U, ATHENS S5 been taking

over their student Senate. #ey organized a
massive and successful vote of no-con®dence
in their university president and have built a
powerful coalition of faculty, sta", and students
from across the political spectrum.

- DC SDS)n the 5th Anniversary of the War
in Irag, led a 600 student 2Funk the War® dance
party that shut down the streets of D.C. and
closed the o$ces of war pro®teers and military
recruiters. A dozen students chained themselves
to desks to protest federal cuts to education.

#e thing to remember about this timeline is + aif these steps happen simultaneously!
You never stop investigating, you never stop educatidgnforming students, you never
stop demonstrating, you never stop negotiating. Aydu can hold it down, your chapter
will grow in size and strength, upwards and upwardd you win. And then you pick some
more, bigger goals, make a strategy, plan somestgatd ring the bell for round 2.

One last thing. When you start winning, the admirégion is going to start repressing you.
#ey might try and shut down your events, cut yountling, target your members, or just
hassle you with bureaucratic crap. Don't panict'¢all part of the plan. Just expose them
and publicize their attacks. It will rally huge sapdfor your cause. Many campaigns are
won because the administration goes too far and kgeport. Just be patient and keep
putting more pressure on * let them make the méestéky will lose. As Ghandi said,

aFirst they ignore you, then they laugh at you, the
they !ght you, then you win?®

Good Luck"



Of course, a little pressure never hurts. So, howelput the 2power®in Student Power?
TACTIC&re how we use our organization to put pressupoarerholders.

lere are tons of tactics that you can use to puepsure on people" Letter writing
campaigns, petitions, protests, public theater andtadent speak-outs, educational
workshops, press articles, sit-ins, dance papespnal conversations, student and faculty
strikes, you name it.

Once we identify our goals, we escalate our tacticerease the pressure we put on
powerholders. So, ®rst we “ier. len we hold aieh-in. len we submit a petition. !en we
hold a rally. 'len we get the Student Government feass a resolution. !len we submit a list
of demands to the school president. len we staggtan at the administration building.

len we hold a student and faculty strike and brinlge news cameras. We keep escalating
tactics until they give in"

Figure out who has in"uence over the powerholtiat tan give you your goals * then
pressure them too" Your target will feel the heat"

Start with simple tactics that build up our cretitipiamong students and powerholders.
We don't want to scare anyone o# or appear unrgderAs the administration refuses to
listen to our nice gestures (letters, petitionsetings, student government resolutions) the
student body will become more and more convincatrtiore drastic action is necessary
(protests, demonstrations, sit-ins, strikes) ang thél join you™ But we need to build
people's con®dence and commitment up + the sit-ihé president's o$ce comes after a
year of campaigning, it's not the kick-o# party"$2thhe more build-up you have, the more
meaningful it'll be when you ®nally barge into thte.

le general timeline for a campaign goes like this:
Investigateand research the Goals you want to win
Educatethe whole student body with teach-ins and workshapd literature

Demonstrate/ Protest to show powerholders and students thatd is a crisis that
needs their urgent attention

Negotiate with powerholders to win concessions and get delsamet

Escalateyour tactics"
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the end of U.S. support

for dictatorships in Latin
America and apartheid in
South Africa. Now, America
needs us more than ever + we
need a popular movement
to renew the promise of
American democracy and
opportunity at home.

Join Students

for a Democratic
Society, start a
chapter, launch

a campaign of
Student Power
for Accessible
Education. Change
your campus
forever. Change
your life forever!
Change our
nation! The future
is ours to win!
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the cost of higher education in our country is skyrocketing.
le Project on Student Debt recently found that ovéne
past decade, debt levels for graduating seniohssttent
loans more than doubled. Many young folks are belagked
from college because they can't a"ord it, while ghafo
graduate often ®nd themselves crushed under ataiawf
student debt. At the same time that education isdmeing
inaccessible, our schools are failing to meet stutEss.

lis is because our classes, curriculums, admimistm policy,
and campus politics are all controlled by people area't
students#

As a response, Students for a Democratic Societiabnashed a nationwide campaign,
Student Power for Accessible Education, to steprup®ght for a"ordable and
democratic education, and help create a bright futtoireis all. As students, we realize
we have a special role to play in ®xing this braelystem.

More and more our schools are being run like busisetseversity Boards of Trustees,
those who hold our Presidents accountable, are ofigate up of corporate executives.
Quality education is increasingly becoming a préléor the few students who can
a"ord it. Financial aid is not only lacking, but wieeavailable it often traps students
with high interest-rate loans that may take nearljetime to pay back.

Student Power for Accessible Education is a campiigh
creates space for students to make our voicesychesld on our
campuses. We refuse to be used.

Some may take more or less time. Each one of theseal, concrete, wonderful change
that will bene®t your campus for years + but laktfwat, winning these goals will build your
organization and your skills as an organizer#

Short Term Goals Long Term Goals

- Financial aid increase / student-worker
pay increase

- Free printing on campus

- Cheaper textbooks (or online texts)

) - Create a sexual assault resource center
- Create a student union

Full Budget Transparency
- Free debt counseling + services for students

o - University divestment from war pro®teers
- SDSers winning Student Government

positions and pushing a Student Agenda- Halt Tuition Increases (Tuition Freeze)

Once you pick an easy goal (or three), ®gure oigtvgowerholder can give it to you.

It's probably your university president, or thestaes, but often there are a bunch of
powerholders you want to target. Our goal is toviace them to give us what we want + so
they need to want it too# Kindness, persuasiomvteak, and genuine personal friendship

are always the key to successful campaign victoreks \WTHyour ] [

opponents (hard though it may be) to get what yeuntv















