Why this Voter Guide?
In September 2003 representatives from 11 diverse organizations
gathered to ask a simple question: What can we do to make
sure that US foreign policy reflects the principles of
justice and fairness which we, as young people, value so
deeply?
We realize political candidates will only make foreign policy a
priority if votes are on the line – that means we must raise up
these issues during elections because our collective voice is too
loud & strong for candidates to ignore.
And so we have embarked on this project together – tens of
thousands of students & young people across the country – to
demand a foreign policy that we can believe in. This project is
not just about individual issues, but about a fundamental
rethinking of the way that our leaders & our country think about
the global role of the US and our responsibility in international
actions.
We believe that young people are a powerful voice for
justice and that together we will be heard in 2004.

YOUTH & STUDENT
FOREIGN POLICY
VOTER GUIDE
thank you to
all involved...

Vote for a Foreign Policy You Can Believe In
As young people in an increasingly global society, we recognize that US
foreign policy has huge implications for communities around the world. While
we believe in promoting justice & human rights, we see that the US does not
always use its strength and wealth in a globally responsible manner.
We believe in cooperation & fairness in our international
engagements. We believe that our foreign policy should benefit the people,
not just wealthy businesses. We believe that by promoting justice,
cooperation & equitable development we are also promoting our own well
being and security.
And yet the US government often does not follow these ideals.
As a result of US foreign policy decisions, we have…
! signed trade agreements that further impoverish the poor, benefit
the wealthy & threaten basic human rights;
! denied promised funding to fight the HIV/AIDS pandemic;
! supported arms sales & militarism around the world;
! locked poor nations into continued poverty by refusing to offer
relief from unfair debt payments;
! jeopardized international solidarity by not cooperating with
international treaties and institutions.
These decisions threaten our security and led our country into increased
isolation.
Why is that? Politicians will not hear our voices until their jobs depend on
it - until issues of just global involvement become part of the national
elections debate. Only when those of us who care organize and vote based on
the issues will we begin to see a US foreign policy that we can believe in.
Our positive vision will not remain silenced. We are joining
Americans across the country to make these issues important in the 2004
elections. We will make it clear that we demand more engaged and equitable
foreign policy from all of our leaders.
Now, more than ever, our voices are important – YOUR voice is
important. Ask the questions in this guide at events in your area and make
candidates take a public stance on these issues. Use this information as a
resource for hosting your own debates, panels & teach-ins. Hand out the
enclosed flyers to students on your campus.
Together we can take back our power and make YOUTH & STUDENTS the
largest voting population in the 2004 elections!
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AFRICA ACTION
Africa Action is the oldest Africa advocacy organization in the US. Since 1953,
we have provided key support for independence movements throughout Africa,
particularly the struggle against apartheid in South Africa. Today, our struggle is
no longer against colonialism and South African apartheid, but against global
apartheid — the worldwide system of entrenched inequalities and racism that
keeps Africa poor. Africa Action supports human rights struggles on the continent
by working here in the US to change the policies of the US government and
international institutions that impact Africa’s peace, security, and development.
Through our Africa’s Right to Health Campaign, faith communities, youth
and student organizations, labor unions and community-based advocacy groups
across the country are working to defeat the HIV/AIDS pandemic – by
addressing not only the disease itself but also the structural inequalities that
have resulted in its disproportionate impact on Africa.
To help local activists target those who profit at the expense of Africa’s health,
Africa Action produces analytical reports & informative, user-friendly fact
sheets; provides experts from both the US & the continent for media work and
public appearances; develops national campaign strategies & materials; and
convenes policy and action-oriented retreats & conferences. For more
information visit: Africa Action's website: www.africaaction.org.

THE US AND AFRICA
The US has a special historical relationship with the African continent. One out
of every eight Americans trace their ancestry directly to Africans enslaved and
carried to America. As the wealthiest and most powerful country on earth, the
US has not only a moral and financial obligation, but also self-interest in
addressing the urgent challenges facing the continent. Even Secretary of State
Colin Powell has adopted our view that the HIV/AIDS pandemic is “a greater
security threat than terrorism.” By helping fight disease, eradicate poverty and
promote sustainable development, the U.S. will promote global security and
prosperity. This global health crisis will not be defeated unless it is addressed at
its epicenter in Africa.
According to UNAIDS, Africa is home to nearly 30 million of the 40 million
people worldwide living with HIV/AIDS. Nearly 7,000 Africans die of AIDS
complications every day. The social and economic effects of the HIV/AIDS crisis
are devastating communities and threatening the stability of a continent.
African governments and civil society are struggling to address this health
emergency, but they lack the necessary resources to provide essential
prevention and treatment services.
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JOIN THE FIGHT AGAINST

GLOBAL APARTHEID
75% of the worlds population infected with HIV/AIDS
lives in Sub-Saharan Africa.
50% of all new infections in the US are among African-American
Communties.

THINK THIS IS COINCIDENCE?
...THINK AGAIN.
AFRICA ACTION ENCOURAGES YOU TO VOTE FOR:
# AIDS Program $$$ in the US and Africa

# Access to Treatment for All

# Debt Cancellation

# Global Equity

For more information call Africa Action at: 202-546-7961
Or visit: www.africaaction.org

QUESTIONS
!
Do you agree that the struggle against AIDS is more important and
deserves more resources than the war on terrorism? How much are
you willing to spend on the effort to defeat the AIDS pandemic in
Africa?
"

Most African countries spend more money each year on payments to
service foreign debts than on health care for their own people. Do
you support canceling Africa’s unsustainable and illegitimate debt
burden as was done for European countries such as Germany and
Poland? Why or why not?
#

Less than 1% of Africans with HIV/AIDS have access to life-saving
treatment. Will you reverse trade policies that have restricted
African countries’ access to affordable generic AIDS medications?
Why or why not?
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4 Ways to Take Action::
The American Friends Service Committee (AFSC) is a Quaker founded
organization committed to working non-violently for social justice, peace and
humanitarian service. Founded in 1917 to aid conscientious objectors during
World War I, its work has always been based on a belief in the worth of every
person. Today AFSC works for economic justice, peaceful resolutions to conflict,
demilitarization and social justice across the US and throughout the world. Our
work includes advocacy for civil liberties and the rights of immigrants;
challenging the death penalty, economic oppression and racism; providing
educational resources & direct aid; and supporting the growing peace & justice
movement. For more information: www.afsc.org
AFSC recognizes that the peace and justice movement must be rooted in the
energy and ideas of young people and must use peaceful means. Only with the
committed action of youth and students can we work for the abolition of war and
the fulfillment of human rights, two essential steps in creating a nonviolent
world.

Register to Vote!!
…And if you’re already registered, find a friend who isn’t! You can download
Voter Registration Cards at www.fec.gov/votregis/vr.htm
Educate yourself!!
Check out alternative news sources to learn more about the issues you care
about and see what the different candidates have to say!! From your local
school board to Presidential hopefuls, every candidate wants to share their
views with you. www.afsc.org/vote
Let the candidates know what you think!!
Go to political events or send letters to ask polite, but pointed questions that
show the candidates the people are thinking about issues of peace and justice.
Find out more at www.afsc.org
Speak out!!
It is your democratic right to stand up for what you believe! Protest war &
militarism by joining a peace rally, a letter-writing campaign, or other
non-violent action for peace!

For more information on how to get involved, please contact Katrina at 215241-7199, kweber@afsc.org

THE ROLE OF US MILITARISM
In the face of the widening “War on Terror,” it is crucial that we stand together

for disarmament, human rights and nonviolence. US militarism has a huge
impact both abroad and at home.
We are against the:
War in Schools – as youth and students, especially in communities of color and
low income areas, we face heavy recruitment & pre-military programs in our
schools.
War and Military Spending – as military spending increases, funding for
education, health care, housing, job training is being slashed; so we advocate
for a priority on education & social programs, not war.
War on Democracy – under the guise of the Patriot Act and similar pieces of
legislation in the name of democracy, our civil rights are under attack and
immigrant communities are continually targeted.
War in the World – the widening war puts us all at risk and causes pain and
suffering across the globe; so we are taking a stand for peace and justice
cross all of our communities, be they in Iraq, Syria, Columbia, North Korea,
Palestine, the Congo or the United States.
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QUESTIONS
!
Instead of making us more safe, policies of nuclear weapons superiority,
developing and deploying new nuclear weapons, and first strike attacks takes us
back to the hostility of the Cold War and violates the Non-Proliferation Treaty.
What would you do to move our country toward non-proliferation, multi-lateral
arms control and the elimination of nuclear weapons?
"

The U.S. military budget is now about $400 billion a year, more than the world’s
next thirty biggest military spenders combined - that amount does not even
include the billion dollars a day to occupy Iraq. Meanwhile, people here are losing
medical coverage, educational opportunities, pensions, and can’t find affordable
housing. What would you do to balance federal spending priorities and give us
real security?
#

The policy of pre-emptive war creates a dangerous precedent for regional
conflicts in the Middle East, South Asia, Russia, and across Africa - we do not
want endless war. What would you do to promote nonviolent resolution of
international conflicts?
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FOREIGN POLICY IN FOCUS (FPIF), established in 1996, is a joint project
between the Institute for Policy Studies in Washington, D.C. and the
Interhemispheric Resource Center in New Mexico. The project seeks to make
the U.S. a more responsible global leader and global partner. It is a “think tank
without walls” that functions as an international network of more than 650
policy analysts and advocates. Unlike traditional think tanks, FPIF is
committed to advancing a citizen-based foreign policy agenda—one that is
fundamentally rooted in citizen initiatives and movements.
FPIF understands that students add vital energy to every movement for social
change and envisions a day when students are thoroughly incorporated in this
country's foreign policy debate. If you would like information on how to get
involved in any of our work, please contact our Grassroots Outreach
Coordinator, Julie Ajinkya at: julie@ips-dc.org or (202) 234-9382 ext 254.
For more information: www.fpif.org

COUNTERTERRORISM
A PIPA poll marking the second anniversary of September 11th showed that
76% of Americans say that they feel less safe from the threat of terrorism
despite two years of the Bush administration's “War on Terrorism.” A
majority of those polled think that the administration is overemphasizing
assertive and military approaches at the expense of diplomatic and economic
methods.
A different strategy would not fight a “war on terrorism”. Rather, it would
treat terrorism as an ongoing threat that needs to be tacked through a
strong, coordinated strategy that would focus upon and strengthen the
civilian public sectors and the international cooperation that are necessary to
prevent and respond to terrorist attacks.
America needs a new agenda for combating terrorism, one that secures us
against terrorist attacks and that integrates the use of force within an
international legal and policy framework. This agenda must bring
international terrorists to justice, debilitate their capacity to wage terrorism
and undermine the political credibility of terrorist networks by addressing
related political grievances and injustices.
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DON’T LET SOMEONE ELSE
SPEAK FOR YOU.
Make foreign policy matter in 2004!
For information on your polling place, call us!
Need resources? Contact: Foreign Policy in Focus
(202) 234-9382 • www.fpif.org

QUESTIONS
QUESTIONS
!
States and cities in fiscal crisis need federal help to fund their “first responders”
to a terrorist attack—firefighters, police and health care workers. Do you think
there is need for a comprehensive strategy to support first responders, though
their support has been cut?
"

The US has pulled out of international conventions and institutions in the past
few years such as the Kyoto Protocol and the International Criminal Court.
What do you think the U.S. role should be in the international community?
#

The US has eased restrictions on the provisions of military aid, weapons, and
military training to regimes that systematically violate human rights. How can
our government address these root causes that provide fertile breeding
grounds for recruiting frustrated individuals for terrorist activity?
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