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Tent State University

Education, Not War!

Community Empowerment Project, 

New Brunswick, New Jersey

What is Tent State University?

Tent State University (TSU) was launched in 2003 at Rutgers University in New Brunswick, NJ. Its purpose was to stop drastic state budget cuts to higher education that were pending in the wake of the wars on Afghanistan and Iraq. Following the activities of the local antiwar movement, a coalition of over 50 student groups, faculty, and staff unions came together to support the event. For 5 days, hundreds of students built and maintained a tent city with over 75 tents on Voorhees Lawn (the largest and most traveled class area on campus), symbolizing the displacement of higher education in NJ. During the event, Rutgers students were organized to place thousands of calls to state and federal legislators in opposition to the dismantling of higher education and impending tuition increases. This legislative strategy was complimented by a wide array of activities, from alternative day-time classes to live bands and a variety of other performances every night. TSU was more than just a protest. It merged the creation of an alternative “university” system and the most significant cultural festival at RU, all built around the recognition of education as a fundamental human right, one that is compromised by war. Repeated in 2004 and now established as an annual event, TSU has been acknowledged as critical in helping to stop budget cuts and curtail tuition increases at Rutgers and throughout New Jersey.


TSU 2005: A National Youth and Student Movement for the Right to an Education

This year, students from Rutgers University helped spread the model for organizing Tent State University to other student organizers across the country. Now TSU is being built on several campuses across the United States, notably, the University of California - Santa Cruz and the University of Missouri - Kansas City in addition to Rutgers University. TSU is much more than a mere protest; it is an organizing center. TSU 2005 has received the support of thousands of organizations across the country, but it is firmly grounded in a growing youth and student movement. A protest merely criticizes the status quo, TSU as a movement is building the future. TSU has allowed organized labor, environmental groups, ethnic and cultural groups from a diverse variety of backgrounds, political organizations, as well as faculty, staff, and student groups of all types to unite around our common interest in ensuring that our future is one of peace, life, and learning, not war, death, and ignorance. TSU provides an alternative university model, with alternative classes, governing structures, and student activities. Such an experience provides a practical and ideological springboard for challenging the status quo operations at the university and beyond. In our work fighting for the right to an education, we are proposing an alternative progressive model of higher learning.


The General Objectives and Goals of Tent State University

The backbone of TSU was the recognition of higher education as a fundamental right. In conceiving of education as a right, the principle, function, and responsibilities of public universities to local, state, and national residents takes center stage in the discussion of budget cuts, tuition increases, and privatization. Our stance on education has long-term consequences, laying the foundation for a movement to question the balance of priorities in a nation that increasingly supports war at the expense of education on all levels and other social rights and services such as health care, social security, and job training.


We Demand:

1. Federal Commitment to Higher Education.  Increased direct support for institutions of higher learning across the U.S. Increased funding for Pell Grants and direct student support.

2. State Commitment to Higher Education. State governments should immediately increase their level of financial support for higher education to the highest level (calculated as the percentage of the higher education budget) that was provided in the past. State and federal support is vital to counter the trend of privatization of our public universities. Privatization offers some attractive short term solutions for university administrations suffering from a lack of funding and seeking to maintain their quality. Privatization, however, threatens the mission of public education and serves as a barrier to access discriminately affecting communities traditionally excluded from admission. Further, privatization removes higher education from public, democratic control and accountability.

3. Direct Intervention in Tuition Costs. Federal and State support should be contingent on university governors’ capping tuition costs
. Tuition costs are skyrocketing well beyond any measure of inflation in most if not all states across the nation. Tuition is further barrier to access higher education, making education a privilege for those who can afford it while denying it to those who can not. University administrations ought to have incentive to keep tuition to a minimum while be provided with adequate public support.

4. Changes in State and Federal Spending Priorities. We recognize the exorbitant costs of war to be a direct barrier to adequate federal and state support of higher education. Further, the objectives of war run antithetical to the values promoted by institutions of higher learning. The survival of public higher education in the United States depends on the immediate prioritization and financial support of  higher learning.

We recognize privatization and unbearable tuition increases to be the twin pillars of exclusion to higher education, discriminately impacting working and middles-class families. Direct public support for higher education is the only remedy. Higher education in the United States must be a right granted according to ability, not a privilege limited to those who can afford it.

� Contact Tom DeGloma at � HYPERLINK "mailto:tdegloma@aol.com" ��tdegloma@aol.com�, Lena Posner at � HYPERLINK "mailto:celena27@eden.rutgers.edu" ��celena27@eden.rutgers.edu�, or Andrea Mueller at � HYPERLINK "mailto:andrea@binarchy.net" ��andrea@binarchy.net�. 


� New Jersey’s Tuition Stabilization and Incentive Plan, passed under Governor Jim Florio, serves as a model for such legislation. 
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