Agneska Rajewska
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No One Can Stop the Rain
Assata Shakur
Watch, the grass is growing.
Watch, but donít make it obvious.
Let your eyes roam casually, but watch!
In any prison yard, you can see it,-- growing.
In the cracks, in the crevices, between the steel and the concrete,
out of the dead grey dust, the bravest blades
of the grass shoot up, bold and full of life.
Watch, the grass is growing. It is growing through the cracks.
The guards say grass is against the law.
Grass is contraband in prison.
The guards say that the grass is insolent.
It is uppity grass, radical grass, militant
grass, terrorist grass, they call it weeds.
Nasty weeds, nigga weeds, dirty spic, savage indian, wetback,
pinko, commie weeds,---subversive!
And so the guards try to wipe out grass.
They yank it from its roots.
They poison it with drugs.
They maul it.
They rake it.
Blades of grass have been found hanging in cells, covered
with bruises, apparent suicides.
The guards say that the GRASS IS UNAUTHORIZED.
ìDO NOT LET THE GRASS GROW.
We say, ìDO NOT STEP ON THE GRASS.
You ca spy on the grass.
You can lock up the grass.
You can mow it down, temporarily,
but you will never keep it from growing.
The grass grows into a poem.
The grass grows into a song.
The grass paints itself across the canvass of life.
And the picture is clear, and the lyrics are true,
and haunting voices sing so sweet and strong,
that the people hear the grass from far away.
And the people start to dance, and the people start to sing,
and the song is freedom.
Watch! The grass is growing.
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Why cops are part of
the problem
Bernard Cooper
Police have been at all times the violent defenders of the existing order:
whether it is the British police firing on industrial workers in the 19th century, the NorthWest Mounted Police (pre-RCMP) liquidating natives and rebel métis to clear the way
for white settlement, the SS and GESTAPO's liquidation of dissidents, Gypsies, Jews,
the disabled, and queer people in the 1930's and 40's Germany, or the FBI's
COINTELPRO operations against rebel youth of the 1960's, police forces are the
oppressors of the oppressed.
Not only does policing defend authority, it defends the principle of authority: Rather
than being about the maintenance of justice or laws, police are the enforcers of
obedience and subservience. The laws that are enforced are selective: attacks on
property, personal violence (especially against the rich– poor women have a hard time
getting cops to respond to domestic violence) and disruptions of the right to exploit
(viz. capitalism) are policed, whereas white-collar crime, environmental crimes,
transgressions against workers and institutionalized injustices are overlooked.
Basically, in the present economic and social hierarchy, all legal digressions that
further capitalism are overlooked.
The police are not just prone to "corruption”; their class and economic bias is also
more than a street reality, it is historical and institutional. In the Americas, the
enforcement of slavery and the dislocation of natives required a permanent force other

than the army. With increased industrialization and urbanization in the early M
19th century, police forces were the ruling classes' response to class conflict and ar.
labour agitation. Police forces in Canada have longstanding and mutually
supportive relations with the Canadian Bankers Association or the Retailer's
Association. This is not coincidental; it is part of the institutional and class bias of their
work. Police brutality, a permanent phenomenon of policing, is another form of statesponsored domestic terrorism: besides the periodic elimination of persons considered
compromising, it instills fear and respect. And then there are a range of behaviours
policed not because they are violent or disruptive, but because they are offensive to
capitalist morality: begging, busking, selling sex, squeegeeing, dumpster-diving,
squatting, etc.
Under capitalism, there is an official separation made between policing and its political
aims. The police are not explicitly called "capitalist police". If pressed, a judge will call
them the "guardians of democracy", but the political clarification (or fudging) ends
there. The mask obscuring the political aims of policing is a discourse about insecurity.
We are mostly peaceable, law-abiding citizens, but our security is threatened by
illegitimate criminal violence. It makes no difference whether the violence is a
conscious expression of political revolt, or an unconscious expression of a person's
social situation. In all cases, violence lies with the rebellious subject, those who
challenge authority. In this discourse, the police violence is secondary, normal and
restores an order supposedly upheld by all "honest" citizens. Behind this mask,
policing still remains the management of the oppressed and their disruptive behaviour.
Because the basis of policing is the defense of authority and is about rank, obedience
and violence, it is hard to reconcile policing with human rights. Policing is then
irreconcilable with the realization of human equality and solidarity in the context of
revolutionary change. Overcoming oppression also means overcoming policing, the
management of the oppressed. Democracy's radicalization into direct-democracy,
worker administration or anarchism involves the dissolution of hierarchy and property.
With the overthrow of "representative democracy" (an oxymoron), a host of "crimes"
would cease to be, and what conflicts still persisted would be addressed collectively
and in the spirit of restoration rather than punishment.
Bernard Cooper is part of the Collective Against Police Brutality (French acronym
COBP -Collectif Opposé à la Brutalité Policière)

All Prisoners are Political
Tynan Jarrett
The recent demonstrations against the
Free Trade Agreement of the Americas
(FTAA) in Quebec city, April 2001 saw
450 people imprisoned. Most of those
arrested were confronted by the petty
hassles and infringements on their rights
that are unpleasant but fairly typical of
what one can expect when placed under
arrest - excessive use of force by the
police in restraining arrestees, failure by
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the cops to read people their rights or to
tell people their charges, detainment in
overcrowded and unclean conditions,
and excessive delays before hearings
could be held to determine bail* - but
most of those arrested were released
within days following their arrest.
Amongst those held the longest was
Jaggi Singh (who was singled out and
whisked away by undercover cops much
like he was during the APEC conference
in Vancouver in 1997), and a group of six

237

men, part of the Germinal movement.
These last were the subjects of a year
long undercover operation by the RCMP,
involving roughly half a dozen agents,
and an infiltration plan that could well be
mistaken for a Hollywood movie plot.
Although the charges against them seem
incredibly flimsy, they have been ordered
to stand trial and if convicted could face
prison sentences of up to ten years.
Prisons are one of many tools
that are used in our society to keep a
repressive system in place. They are
racist institutions, used to imprison Native
people and people of colour in large
numbers in order to maintain order in a
society that was built upon exploitation a society whose beginnings were forced
labour, slavery**, theft of land and
genocide. And like everywhere else in
society, in the prison system, money
talks. It has been shown that poor people
who do something illegal are more likely
than middle class and rich people who
have done the same illegal thing to have
charges pressed against them by the
police. If charges are pressed, the poor
are more likely than their wealthier
counterparts to be convicted.
If
convicted, they are more likely to be
sentenced to prison (rather than receive
conditional sentences or community
service), and if sentenced to prison they
are likely to receive longer sentences.
Community organizers have
long fought against the injustices of the
prison system. Some of those who have
actively resisted this system or other
expressions of colonial rule have also
found themselves in prison – and while all
prisons and all prisoners are political - it
is the community organizers that are
captured and incarcerated while fighting
for a more just society, who are
considered by many to be political
prisoners.
During this exciting period in
time, when left wing movements seem to
be growing in force and in numbers, we
can expect - and in fact we are seeing increased repression and criminalisation
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of resistance. We must make supporting
our political prisoners a priority. We must
also recognize that the movements that
exist now are the legacy of the work of
organizers from the Black Panther Party
and the Black Liberation Army, from the
anti-war movement, the American Indian
movement, and the struggle for the
independence of Puerto Rico (and that
they in turn drew inspiration from the
liberation struggles occurring during this
time many parts of Asia, Africa, and
South America). We must recognize that,
although the movements of the 60’s and
70’s were brutally crushed by the power
structures in the U.S. and Canada, some
of the organizers of that time have never
ceased in their fight for justice. Many of
these people have been organizing for 30
years straight, and some of them have
been organizing all this time from behind
prison walls. Any movement for change
must include a demand for the
unconditional freedom of all of these
political prisoners.
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Notes:
*thankfully, the amount of time that these
activists did was much shorter than the
average amount of time done by people in
Quebec awaiting bail hearings this year. In the
beginning of 2001, the guard’s union in
Quebec called for a work slow-down. One of
the results of this slowdown was that many
people were held for three to four months,
without ever having a bail hearing or being
able to plead guilty or not guilty. Most of these
people would not have done that much time if
they were found guilty of all charges they were
facing and then given the maximum penalty.
**Most people are familiar with the history of
slavery in the U.S., but fewer know about
Canada’s well-hidden past. Black historian
and writer Dorothy W. Williams, in her book
"Blacks in Montreal 1828 to 1986; an Urban
Demography" explains how the Underground
Railroad, best known as a network that was
used by escaped slaves from the Southern
U.S.A. to travel north to Canada and freedom,
was originally developed by slaves in Canada
who wanted to escape to the Northern U.S.,
where conditions were better.
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Political Prisoners
Near Montreal
There is not enough space to include
here the names of all political prisoners
who have been inside for 20 years or
more. Those that are listed below have
been included because of their
geographical proximity to Montreal. For
more information about political prisoners
or to find out what you can do to support
these prisoners, please contact the AntiColonial working group at QPIRG
Concordia at 848-7585, or email at
anticolonialwg@excite.com.

Robert Seth Hayes is a former member of
the Black Panther Party out of Brooklyn,
New York and a captured soldier of the
Black Liberation Army. He was arrested
on September 17, 1973 and charged with
the murder of a NYC Transit Police
Officer. Seth has never denied his
membership in the Black Liberation Army.
He has remained active on the inside,
working in the law library, and, recently,
helping to organise against the telephone
companies inside of prison that charge
outlandish prices to the friends and family
of prisoners, who have no choice is they
wish to maintain some precious contact
with their outside communities. Seth is
suffering from diabetes as well as
Hepatitis C. He is working hard with
outside supporters to gain access to
proper medical treatment for these
conditions.
Sentence: 25 to life
Time Served to Date: 28 years
Address: Robert 'Seth' Hayes #74A2280
Clinton Correctional Facility
Box 2001
Dannemora, NY 12929
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Herman Bell is a former member of the
Black Panther Party . He was arrested
on September 2, 1973 in Louisiana and
charged and convicted of the killing of
two NYC police officers during the height
of a wave of police brutality and murder
of Black and Latino children. His trial was
wrought with irregularities, including the
police torture of a key witness, as well as
the falsifying of evidence. Currently
being held just 80 minutes from Montreal,
by car, Herman is a core group member
of the Victory Gardens project in Maine, a
community food project where organic
produce is grown and then distributed,
along with information about political
prisoners.
Sentence: 25 years to life
Time Served to Date: 28 years
Address: Herman Bell #79C262
Clinton Correctional Facility
Box 2001
Dannemora, NY 12929

David Gilbert is a white, anti-imperialist
Political Prisoner. In 1965 he started the
Vietnam Committee at Columbia
University in NY and became a founding
member of Students for a Democratic
Society (SDS) there. Later, David went
underground, and on October 20, 1981,
he and other comrades were captured at
Nyack, NY during an attempted
expropriation by a unit of the Black
Liberation Army and other white
revolutionaries
(known
as
the
Revolutionary Armed Task Force- RATF).
During the expropriation attempt, 3
officers were killed. Charged and
convicted of felony murder, David is
serving a 75 year (minimum) to life
sentence. He has been instrumental in

the development of AIDS peer-education
programs on the inside, despite massive
resistance from the prison authorities.
Attica prison, where David is being held,
is just two hours from Toronto, Ontario.
Time Served to Date: 20 years
Address: David Gilbert #83A6158
Attica Correctional Facility
P.O. Box 149
Attica, NY 14011

Abdul Majid was involved in most of
community based programmes of
Black Panther Party in New York:
free health clinic, free breakfast
children
programme,
efforts
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decentralise the schools as well M
as the defense of political prisoners. ar.
During the ‘70’s he worked as a
paralegal, and in the early ‘80’s, he
learned through the media that he was
being targeted for the murder of two
police officers, which had occurred in
Queens in 1981. After 3 trials, Abdul was
convicted and sentenced to 33 years to
life.
Time Served to Date: 18 years
Address: Abdul Majid
Wende Correctional Facility.
P.O. Box 1187 (3622 Wende Rd.)
Alden, N.Y. 14004--1187
Leonard Peltier

to be governed
C'est être gardé à vue, inspecté, espionné, dirigé, légiféré, reglementé, parqué,
endoctriné, prêché, contrôlé, estimé, apprécié, censuré, commandé, par des
êtres qui n'ont ni titre ni la science, ni la vertu...
Etre gouverné, c'est être, à chaque opération, à chaque transaction, à chaque
mouvement, noté, enregistré, recensé, tarifé, timbré, toisé, coté, cotisé,
patenté, licencié, autorisé, apostillé, admonestré, empêché, réformé, redressé,
corrigé. C'est, sous pretexte d'utilité publique, et au nom de l'intérêt général,
être mis à contribution, exercé, ranconné, exploité, monopolisé, concusionné,
pressuré, mystifié, volé; puis, à la moindre résbce, au premier mot de plainte,
réprimé, amendé, vilipendié, vexé, traqué, houspillé, assomé, désarmé, garotté,
emprisonné, fusillé, mitraillé, jugé, condamné, déporté, sacrifié, vendu,
trahi, et pour comble, joué, berné, outragé, déshonoré. Voilà le gouvernement,
voilà sa justice, voilà sa morale!
Et qu'il y a parmi nous des démocrates qui prétendent que le gouvernement a
dubon; des socialistes qui soutiennent, au nom de la liberté, de l'égalité et de
la fraternité, cette ignominie; des prolétaires qui posent leur candidature à
la présidence la République!

J.P. PROUDHON ("Idée générale de la révolution”)
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Statement on the FTAA
Dear Brothers, Sisters, Friends and Supporters,

I know many of you are already familiar with the FTAA, NAFTA, the WTO, the IMF
and the World Bank. I know many of you are working hard to expose What these
organizations and agreements are all about and how they are taking over the world
and violating human rights, labor rights, Indigenous rights, environmental protections,
and sovereignty rights, in each and every place they set foot. Therefore, what I would
like to address is the bigger picture - the real roots of the FTAA and ways which we
can obstruct it.
Where did the FTAA get its start? Not in a conference room and not in an office. The
FTAA is a continuation of the imperialism that began thousands of years ago in Europe
with the domination of Indigenous Peoples whose self-subsisting land and way of life
were taken away so that greedy feudalists could reign. Ever since, Indigenous
Peoples have been forced into submission, if not obliteration, in the name of
civilization and progress all over the globe. Here we are in the 21st century, and the
world has far from benefited. I do not need to explain the Earth's devastation, the
overwhelming poverty, and the wars that have resulted from practices that put profit
before the very survival of Mother Earth and the human race.
Advocates of the FTAA would not dare refer to their policies as forms of colonization
or feudalism because these practices are now widely scorned. Instead they will justify
their actions in the name of "development" for the "poor" countries of Central and
South America. Development? What the first peoples of the Americas need is
"recovery" not development. Recovery from the very same colonization, domination,
and genocide that multi-national corporations want to perpetuate for their own gains
today.

carefully about the impact our actions and policies will have on Mother Earth, M
on each other, and on future generations before we act upon them. If we can do ar.
this, then surely we can win.

In the Spirit of Crazy Horse,
Leonard Peltier

Leonard Peltier, a citizen of the Anishinabe and Lakota Nations, is a
father, a grandfather, an artist, a writer, and an Indigenous rights
activist. He has spent the last twenty-five years in prison for a crime
he did not commit. Leonard Peltier's participation in the American
Indian Movement led to his involvement in the 1972 Trail of broken
Treaties which took him to Washington D.C., in the occupation of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
building. Eventually his AIM involvement would bring him to assist the Oglala Lakota People of
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota in the mid 1970's. On Pine Ridge he
participated in the planning of community activities, religious ceremonies, programs for selfsufficiency, and improved living conditions. He also helped to organize security for the traditional
people who were being targeted for violence by the pro-assimilation tribal chairman and his
vigilantes. It was here that the tragic shoot-out of June 26, 1975 occurred, leading to his wrongful
conviction.

Write to Leonard Peltier:
USPL
Leonard Peltier #89637-132.
PO Box 1000.
Leavenworth, KS 66048.

Leonard Peltier Defense Committee:
PO Box 583. Lawrence,
KS 66044. 785-842-5774
www.freepeltier.org

Now we must continue, not only to condemn the practices of these trade
organizations and policies, but also to implement and support means of selfsufficiency both in our communities and abroad. We must support Indigenous
movements like that of the Zapatistas and the Uwa who are fighting to maintain their
land base and self-sufficient way of life. We must support the small farmers and farm
workers who provide their communities with healthy foods to eat. We must create and
support innovative projects on Indian reservations, in inner cities and in third world
countries that promote self-sufficiency and better living conditions.
But in doing this, we must unite beyond the boundaries of race, class, belief systems,
and age that all too often divide us. If we do not unite, we will be defeated one by one,
just as they destroyed the American Indian Movement who fought so hard for Native
sovereignty, the Black Panthers, who developed much needed community based
programs and struggled for self-determination, the movements in Central America that
sought to implement schools, social programs, and land reform, and the unions who
fought for humane working conditions. Most important, we must break down the
barriers that divide us in our own backyards.
We need to develop a global culture that teaches us, as my ancestors did, to think
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Marilyn Buck

Your nearest neighborhood police
officer is ARMED AND DANGEROUS
Alex Popovich

Rescue the Word
sacred words are in danger
fugitives, they seek cover
bury themselves alive
shamed by the profane
purposes they are forced to serve
dressed in lily-white lies
words are in danger
english only vows
to tear out tongues:
exiled witnesses to collective memory
and homeland ties
sacred words are in danger
trapped, they hang on billboards
judas-goats to conjure deception
sing them shout them
teach them
wear them
around your neck
amulets against amnesia

Marilyn Buck is an antiracist activist serving an 80 year sentence inside the
federal women’s prison at Dublin, California. In the 1970s she aligned herself
with the Black Liberation movement, joined the rising women’s movement
and fought for self determination of people all over the world. In 1973, Marilyn
was convicted of buying two boxes of ammunition, an action associated with
the Black Liberation Army. She was sentenced to an unprecedented ten
years. After serving four years she was granted a furlough from prison and
did not return. Marilyn was recaptured in 1985, and was subsequently tried
and convicted for aiding in the escape of Assata Shakur. In 1988 she was
given another ten years for conspiracy to protest and alter government
property. Marilyn uses the written word as her connection to the outside world
in an effort to resist the daily death to the spirit that prison is designed to be.
These poems have been chosen from her selection of poetry and drawings,
RESCUE THE WORD.
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Between 1991 to 2000, 20
individuals were killed by police officers of
the Montreal Urban Community Police
(MUC police). The lives of Fabian
Quienty, Yvan Dugas, Marcellus François,
Armand Fernandez, Osmond Fletcher,
Trevor Kelly, Paolo Romanelli, Martin
Suazo, Daniel Belair, Michel Mathurin,
Yvan Fondrouge and Michel Charette
were stolen by police bullets. Looking
closely at each of these deaths, the claim
that some officers’ lives were in danger
becomes very doubtful, if not tragically
ridiculous.
Following the American trend in
policing, this same decade saw the MUC
police adopt "non-lethal weapons", such
as rubber bullets and pepper spray, that
were presented to the public as a lifefriendly alternative to the classic fire-arm.
Use of these "non-lethal weapons"
provoked the deaths of five individuals
during the same period of time. Nelson
Perreault, Richard Whaley, Luc Aubert,
and Sébastien McNicoll were all killed by
effects of pepper spray, while Philippe
Ferraro died after being shot with rubber
bullets.
In winter 2001, MUC police
announced they would try another
member of the "non-lethal weapon" family:
the taser gun, which shoots a wire-trailing
dart that can inflict a paralyzing electrical
discharge as high as 50,000 volts. Citing a
1991 forensic pathologist's report,
Amnesty International USA revealed that
the taser was related to 16 deaths in the
Los Angeles area alone, and described
the gun as a weapon of torture.
Of 20 deaths, two of them led to
criminal charges against officers involved:
the beating of Richard Barnabé in a police
cell, December 14th 1993, who remained
in a coma for two and a half years before
dying; and the fatal assault of Jean-Pierre
Lizotte, that was hidden by the authorities
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from public knowledge for a period of 53
days, in 1999.
In a couple cases, the names of
the officers were not even disclosed to the
public, as with officer Giovanni Stante’s
police partner in the Lizotte affair, who is
facing manslaughter charges.
We know that MUC police killed
20 individuals in the last decade, but it’s
impossible to know how many other
people have been beaten, threatened with
a firearm, verbally abused and harassed
by uniformed agents of law and order. The
fact is that the vast majority of police
brutality incidents will never become
public, whether through the media or
through the courts.
Most victims are afraid of police
reprisals, or don’t trust a system that
works daily with and for the police
apparatus. Also, when there are no
witnesses to corroborate the brutality
claim, the victim tends to feel that his/her
own testimony will not carry enough
weight, especially when the victim has a
criminal record, mental disabilities, or
limited education that inhibits them from
partaking in complex legal procedure, or
they simply aren’t rich enough to afford a
competent lawyer.
As long as police brutality isn't
being properly addressed, as long as too
many victims are silent, as long as society
turns a blind eye, murderous and brutal
cops will continue to patrol our streets
while their colleagues laugh at the rest of
us.
We need to organize an efficient
and persevering resistance to police
abuse and be active on as many fronts as
possible, whether it is through the courts,
the news media, or most importantly, in
the streets.
If this sounds interesting to you, please feel free to get
in touch with the Collective Opposed to Police Brutality
by e-mail (cobp@hotmail.com) or leave a message on
our voice mail (514-859-9065).
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The Silent Apocalypse
Jessica Lajambe
"A civilization unable to differentiate
between illusion and reality is usually
believed to be at the tail end of its
existence. Our reality is dominated by
elites who have spent much of the last
two centuries, indeed of the last four,
organizing society around answers and
around structures designed to produce
answers. These structures have fed upon
expertise and that expertise upon
complexity. The effect has been to render
universal understanding as difficult as
possible. "What we cannot speak about,"
Ludwig Wittgenstein said, "we must pass
over in silence." (John Ralston Saul)

On Jan. 3rd, 2001, a roommate
came to inform me that people were at
the door to see me. Salespeople?
Environmental
or
religious
propagandists? I knew nothing about the
two, white, middle-aged strangers except
that they were inside my home, and
despite knowing something about me,
they had come unannounced.

they had retrieved my personal
information from police files. On Oct.
23rd, 2000, I had been among the 39
people arrested at the G-20 rally held in
front of the Sheraton Hotel.
After
highlighting the severity of the charges
held against me (participation in a riot
being the most serious), the agents
recommended that I contact them
immediately if I were to come across any
information about "violence". The way it
was framed implied that they might be
open to cut a deal. They gave me a
phone number where they could be
reached, and away they went, essentially
leaving me with an invitation to become
an informant.
Within a couple of weeks, every one
arrested at the G-20 protest had been
visited by CSIS agents- making each of
us the tangible representatives of files
maintained by the national security
agency. Our lawyer was especially
concerned about the few of us that had
conversed with them. It was explained
that what we said could be used against
us in the G-20 trial or a future one, even
though they might be breaking the law in
the process.
The absurdity of the interpretation of
words like, "public safety", "justice" and,
especially, "officer of the peace" have
been less easy for me to sweep under
the carpet. At the G-20 rally, I was
arrested after trying to persuade a riot
police officer not to arrest a man who was
walking his dog. Agreeing, he led me
away instead. Ironically, both the dogwalker and myself were trying to leave,
but our impetus to go was obstructed by
a band of onlookers catching the real-live
show.

Sprouting delusions of grandeur were
suddenly stunted as they explained that

In fact, I recognized one of the CSIS
agents who visited me from the rally
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I was required to sit on the ground with a
group of about 20 other captives, in the
middle of the street, where I sat amidst
the violent clash, next to news cameras
stationed to observe the "event" certain
to entertain audiences across the nation.
Encircled by close to a dozen riot police,
one of them started laying into the person
seated next to me. He was repeatedly
kicked and hit over the head until blood
trickled from his ear. Why? Apparently the
expression of words were to be
considered a serious threat to public
safety too. Although deeply imprinted on
my mind, those images did not make it to
the news broadcast audiences.
Standing the law on its head, the
accusations held against me are based
solely on the fact that I was at a given
spot at a given time. In other words, I was
arrested because I was prevented by a
riot police officer, under the threat of my
physical safety, from leaving the area. I
was prevented by police from respecting
the law which I am being accused of
breaking - and that in the name public
safety.
But where was the public? The public
whose safety was being undermined, the
public that "needed" the heavy hand of

the law to "use any necessary M
means" in order to ensure their ar.
protection? Riot police did not even
make an announcement warning
protesters to disperse. And this entails
that the agenda had nothing to do with
public safety. The words "protest" and
"riot" were perceived synonymously by
the forces of "justice", and the agenda
was to smother dissent.
More than ever this ordeal has left me
feeling intrinsically uncomfortable about
the society I live in. It has been next to
impossible for me not to consider
entertaining the potential that people I
encounter might be CSIS infiltrators
(even my lawyer, as he knows, has not
been spared). What have been most
significantly disconcerting to me,
however, are the people who imply that I
should have known better than to go to a
protest. I should know better than to
expect the rights that our society
champions as a symbol of its greatness
actually stand for something real. I
should sit back and accept the media’s
skewed portrayal of free trade reduced to
a concern with violent protesters. I
should understand that the concerns for
"public safety" warrant the funding of
people who can not differentiate between
the expression of words and acts of
violence. I should sit back, but not
question what they mean by "public
safety" as they defend the very same
interests that consistently maintain our
health care system is too expensive; and,
yet, readily use public funds to subsidize
tear gas, plastic bullets, and the
monitoring of people such as myself.
words stretch
into spaces
beyond bars and walls…
words holler
scream love songs
chant
refuse to conform
indict cruelty
resist dying

marilyn buck

The woman, who I had seen before,
displayed a sense of humour and was
relatively pleasant; the man was cold and
did most of the questioning. They told me
that they had come to discuss "violence".
They asked me whether I was intending
to go to the protest in Quebec City in
April. They asked me about my political
beliefs. They informed me that they were
Canadian Security Intelligence Service
(CSIS) agents, the Canadian equivalent
of the CIA. The encounter lasted about
20 minutes to half an hour.

itself. Clad in a black riot uniform, she
was one of the officers stationed to block
cars and pedestrians. Although they
allowed people into the cordoned-off
areas to fetch their cars, my search for
someone with the key to my office was
not considered legitimate enough.
Conspicuously, the areas I could not
access encompassed protesters that
were not being attacked by police forces;
the only area I could access freely was
inundated with our publicly funded
"officers of the peace" in the midst of
indiscriminately charging into unarmed
protesters on horseback, smashing them
with batons along the way, while the rest
of the troops were busy using pepper
spray and beating people up.
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Open Door Books
Open Door Books is a local non-profit,
volunteer run community group that
supports people imprisoned by the state
by sending them books and other
literature free of charge through the mail.
We offer this as a free service because
we believe that everyone, regardless of
income, has the right to access goodquality, interesting, and critical writings.
Books provide people in prison with
specific information that they are looking
for, a bit of reprieve from the brutalizing
boredom that is imposed upon them, or a
tool to expand one’s political and social
consciousness. It is often difficult for
prisoners to find good-quality reading
material (that is not Christian) in prison
due to poorly maintained libraries. We
also provide prisoners with information
regarding legal contacts and pen-pal
services.
We are just one of a network of
about a dozen Books to Prisoners
programs across North America. The
first began in Seattle as part of the Left
Bank Books Collective in 1979, and since
then tens of thousands of prisoners have
benefited from these groups all over the
continent. Some of the groups focus on
specific geographical areas, or on
providing a certain type of literature, while
others target specific groups of prisoners
such as incarcerated women.
Members of our group are
involved in political prisoner support
work, as well as supporting different
liberation struggles. We see prisons as
just one weapon of a system that targets
people of colour and the poor with
systemic oppression. The numbers of
Black people in the U.S. and Native
people in Canada who are behind bars is
grossly out of proportion to the size of
their communities in the greater
population.
Entire communities are
destroyed by the racism and the
criminalization of poverty that is inherent
in the "justice" system.
We are affiliated with Q-PIRG
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Concordia and the CSU but we depend
on the financial help and book
contributions from the community at
large. We have a large collection of
books in both French and English, but
there are many specific requests,
especially for politically radical literature,
that we must purchase second hand.
Combine this with the extremely high
costs of mailing packages and it
becomes apparent why we are always in
financial need. We receive about 50
letters a month, requesting books from all
over Canada and the U.S., and from as
far away as Portugal. The topics that are
most
in
demand
are
popular
contemporary fiction, Black studies, and
dictionaries, all of which we would
appreciate donations of. For various
reasons, we are trying to focus on
providing our service for prisoners in
Central and Eastern Canada and New
England, so if you have friends or family
who are behind bars, please let them
know that they can request books from
us. We refuse to send any books to
prisoners who request white supremacist
literature.
If you are interested in making a financial or
book donation, or if you would like to
volunteer, please call us at 514-848-7585, email bookstoprisoners@excite.com or stop by
our office at 2130 Mackay, between de
Maisonneuve and Sherbrooke.

Free the Land
The Victory Gardens Project based in
Athens, Maine, was founded by NY3
political prisoner Herman Bell and radical
environmentalists Carol Dove and Michael
Vernon.
This large organic garden
collective feeds political prisoners and soup
kitchens in a struggle against the capitalist
food system. The project reaches into the
lives of both urban and rural communities
freeing the people and the land.
Victory Gardens Project, RDF 1, Box 6025,
Athens Maine, 04912 USA

Victory Gardens is
Critical Resistance

M
ar
.

Jalil Muntaquim, March 2001
On August 28, 1971, Jalil Muntaqim was captured after a shoot-out with San Francisco police.
He and Nuh Washington were convicted of attempting to assassinate a San Francisco police
sergeant in retaliation of the assassination of political prisoner George Jackson. Jalil has been
in prison for the past 30 years where he has continued to push forward in the struggle against
racism, capitalist exploitation and US imperialism.

When we talk about "critical resistance" essentially we are raising issues of
a specific need, to be critical of present socioeconomic and political conditions, and
having the wherewithal to resist those conditions. It means taking a proactive position
both mentally and physically, to take a position and act on your understanding of these
conditions in such a way that you no longer identify with exploitation, racism, sexism,
and oppression. Critical resistance means taking a step away from exploitation, and
steadily moving towards liberation and freedom. Ultimately, critical resistance means
building institutions of resistance, establishing the means and method in which we can
free ourselves and become self-reliant.
In this regard, Victory Gardens Project is a leading example of institutionalized critical
resistance, it is a formula for freedom! Victory Gardens expresses the ideal of freeing
ourselves from the institutions of exploitation to build in our own behalf institutions of
liberation. Victory Gardens epitomize critical resistance by the fundamental
determination of creating unity of purpose and will between rural and urban
communities to feed ourselves in opposing agribusiness. Victory Gardens put EARTH
first as we create new attitudes breaking barriers between class and race in a
revolutionary determination that frees the mind, body and soul. Essentially, Victory
Gardens as an aspect of critical resistance informs all of us what we should consider
evolving a neo-agrarian revolution.
Therefore, we call for the expansion of this expression of critical resistance towards
the building of Victory Gardens rural and urban areas across the country. As part of
the struggle to Free the Land, we must begin by demanding control of the productive
forces that feed the people. With the prevailing problem of biotechnology, genetic
engineering, and mad cow disease, especially in terms of prisoners across the
country, we must give serious consideration to seeing the expansion and success of
Victory Gardens.
In closing, I would like to dedicate this statement to my dear comrades Nuh
Washington who passed away of liver cancer on April 28, 2000, and Teddy Jah Heath,
who passed away on January 21, 2001, of colon cancer, each after nearly 3 decades
in prison…if for no other reason, they represent why feeding of our comrades in prison
demand the success of Victory Gardens as an example of critical resistance.
The road to revolution is a process and not an event, and we all must be about the
process of revolution! We Are Our Own Liberators! Free the Land!
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Prison Justice Day- August 10th
Gabriella Pedicelli
Eddie Nolan died while in solitary
confinement at Millhaven Penitentiary on
August 10th, 1974, after his emergency
call button failed to elicit guard response.
The following year, prisoners at that
institution went on a hunger strike to
commemorate Eddie’s death. Since then,
Prison Justice Day has been observed
annually with increasing prisoner
participation
and
has
extended
internationally. Prisoners across Canada,
in spite of actual or potential
repercussions, i.e., prison lock-downs or
solitary confinement, now protest by
fasting and refusing to work
on August 10th in memory
of all those who have died
in prison. It is their way of
showing solidarity and
commitment to the struggle
for prisoners’ rights.
Although many
deaths occur due to
negligence and abuse by
correctional staff, we know
that most deaths in prison
are
suicides,
which
overrides the popular myth
that these deaths are a
result of interpersonal violence among
prisoners. The actual danger lies in the
prison regime and the correctional
system’s unwillingness to fix the problems
that cause these deaths. Practices such
as, solitary confinement, involuntary
transfers and overcrowding coupled with
the inability to communicate with the
outside world are breeding grounds for
alienation and frustration causing high
levels of tension and the inability to cope.
Commemorating Prison Justice
Day has reached beyond the prison walls
to the outside. Community members who
support prisoners’ struggles play a crucial
role in helping to voice prisoners’ concerns

250

and demands for social justice as well as
demanding official accountability for the
deaths that occur in custody. Apart from
vigils and memorials, both prisoners and
outside supporters continue to demand
that certain correctional practices that
contribute to the high number of prison
deaths be eliminated. The following are
some of the demands.
They call for an end to:
1) involuntary transfers: When prisoners
are moved from prison to prison without
cause or warning, it is difficult to establish
ties with both the inside and the outside.
Many prisoners are transferred to prisons
far away from their families.
2) overcrowding: Situations
such as double bunking
further diminish an already
minimal amount of privacy
which raises anxiety levels.
3) solitary confinement:
Evidence has shown that this
form of alienation is one of
the leading causes of
suicides in prison.
4) long stays in remand
centers: 50% of suicides in
these Canadian provincial
jails are persons who have
not yet gone to trial or have
not yet been sentenced.
5) indeterminate sentences: The
uncertainty of when a sentence will
actually end is extremely difficult to deal
with due to there being no end date to
shoot for.
Prisoners
and
community
supporters alike also continue to demand
that certain rights be respected, such as,
the right to: organize, open visits,
adequate medical care, fair work wages
(prisoners earn between $4 and $6 a day),
adequate work and educational problems,
freedom of speech and religion, and free
communication with the public.

Crime is naught but misdirected energy. So long as every institution
of today, economic, political, social, and moral, conspires to misdirect
human energy into wrong channels; so long as most people are out
of place doing the things they hate to do, living a life they loathe to
live, crime will be inevitable, and all the laws on the statutes can only
increase, but never do away with, crime.
(Emma Goldman)
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1991 LA police beat Rodney King.
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International Womenís Day
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1907 Anarchist assassinates Premier Nicholas Petkov in
Bulgaria.
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1921 Red army crushes sailor revolt at Kronstadt Naval
Base, Russia.
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Good Friday.

Easter.
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anarchists march in Madrid

